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They often fill their trunks with water, either

to convey it to their mouths, or only to cool

their noses, and to amuse themselves it,

spnziLlng it around them. They cannot

u1)})ort cold, arid suffer equally from ex

ccssivc beat; to avoid the burning rays of the

sun, they lJcnetlate into the thickest recesses

of the forests. They bathe often in the water;

The enormous size of their bodies is rather an

advartage to them in swimming, and they do

rot sink so deep in the waler as other animals ;

besides, the length of their trunks, which

they erect in the air, and through which they

breathe, takes from them all fear of being

drowned.

Their common food is roots, herbs, leaves,

and young branches; they also eat fruit and

corny but they have a dislike to flesh and fish.

When one of them finds a good pasture, he

Calls the othcr, and invites (hem to come and

feed viih him. As they consume a great quail

tity of fodder, they often change their place,
and vhen they find cultivated lands they make

a prodigious waste; their bodies being of an

enormous weight, they destroy ten times more

iitti their feetv i , than they consume for their

food, %hiich may be reckoned at l5Olbs. of

grass daily ; and as they always keep in great
iiumbers together, they will lay waste a

large
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