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large territory in an hour's time for this reason

the Indians and Negroes exert every means to

prevent their visits, and to drive them away;

they make great noises, and large fires round

their cultivated lands; yet, notwithstanding

these precautions, the elephants often take pos

session of them, drive away the cattle and men,

and sometimes pull down their cottages. It is

difficult to frighten them, as they are little sus

ceptible of fear; the only things that can stop

their progress are fire-works, and crackers

thrown amongst them; the sudden and repeated

noise of which sometimes occasions them to

turn back. It is very difficult to part them,

for they commonly act together whether they

attack, proceed, or turn back.

When the females come in season this social

intercourse yields to a more lively sentiment;

the herd separate in pairs, having each chosen

their mates ; they then seek for solitary places,

and in their march love seems to precede and

modesty to follow them; for they observe the

greatest mystery in their amours, and they have

never been seen to couple. They avoid the

inspection of their own species, and, perhaps,
know better than ourselves the pure delight of

secret pleasure, being wholly taken with one

beloved object. They retire into shady woods
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