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068 BUFFON’S

We should be inclined to doubt this fact,
were it possible, but naturalists, historians,
and travellers, all agree, that the elephants ne-
ver produce in a domestic state. The kings
of India keep a great number of them, and
after baving endeavoured in vain to make
them multiply, like other domestic animals,
they found it necessary to part the males from
the females, to prevent that fury which is
occasioned by the irritation of desires they
will not satisfy in a state of subjection. There
are, therefore, no domestic elephants but what
have been wild, and the manner of taking,
taming, and bringing them into submission de-
serves particular attention. In the middle of
forests, and in the vicinity of the places fre-
quented by the elephants, a spot is chosen, and
encircled with palisadoes ; the strongest trees
of the forest serve for stakes, to which are
fastened cross pieces of timber, which support
the other stakes. A man may ecasily pass
through this palisado; a large opening is
also left, through which the elephant may go
in, and over it isa trap, or large stake, which
is let down to shut the opening after the ani-
mal has entered. To bring him to this in-
closure the hunters take a tame female with
them into the forest, who is in secason, and
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