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greater number in the South of Africa, ex-
ecpt some parts which they have abandoned,
since they have been so fullyinhabited by men.
They are faithful to their country,and constant
to their climate, for though they can live in
temperate regions it does not seem that they
ever attempted {o settle, or even to travel
into them. They were formerly unknown in
Europe. It does not seem that IHomer, who
spcaks of the ivory, knew the animal from
whom it is obtained. Alexander was the first
who rode upon an clephant in Europe. He
sent into GGreece those which he took at Porus,
and were, perhaps, the same which Pyrrhus
employed several years after against the Ro-
mans, in the Tarentine war, and with which
Curius adorned his triumph into Rome. An-
nibal afterwards brought them from Africa,
made them pass the Alps, and led them al-
most to the gates of Rome.

From time immemorial the Indians have
made use of elephants in war. Among those
nations,unacquainted wi:h military discipline,
they formed their best troop, and as long as
battles were decided by iron weapons they
commonly vanquished. Yet welearn by history
that the Grecks and Romans soon used them-
selves to those monsters of war; they opened

their
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