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NATURAL HISTORY., 279

In general the clephants of Asia are larger
and superior in strength, to those of Africa ;
particularly those of Ceylon, which exceed in
courage and sagacity even those of Asin.  Pro-
bably they owe these qualifications to their
mere improved education; it is, however, cer-
tain, that all travellers have celebrated the ele-
phants of this island, where the ground is in-
terspersed with mountains, which rise gradual-
ly towards the centre, and where the heat is
not so excessive as in Scnegal, Guinea, and
other western parts of Africa. The ancients,
wlro knew no more of this part of the world,
but the countries scated between Mount Atlas
and the Mediterrancan, had observed, that the
elephants of Lybia were much smaller than
thosc of India. There are not any elephants
at this time, in that part of Africa, which
proves, as mentioned in the article of the Lion,
that men are more numerous there now than
they were in the ages of Carthage. The cle-
phants have retired in proportion as men have
molested them ; but in travelling through the
climates of Afvica, they have not changed their
nature ; for those of Senegal, Guinea, &c. are
at this time smaller than those of India.

The strength of these animals is proportion-
ate to their bigness. The clephants of India
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