http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm
. ’
98{ BUFFON'S

and black men, and those of a copper colour.
¢« Elephants of three different sorts are found
ini the Indics ; (says Father Vincent Marie) the
white, which are the largest, most gentle, and
of the best temnper, are worshipped as gods by
several nations ; the red, such asthose of Cey-
lon, though the smallest, are the most valiant,
the strongest, and best for war, and the other
elephants, either from natural inclination, or
perceiving in them someihing superior, shew
them a great respect; thethird species, is that
of the black, which are the most common, and
the least esteemed.” This author is the only
one who has intimated that Ceylon was the pe-
culiar climate of red elephants; other. travel-
lers make no mention of such a fact. He also
affirms, that the elephants of Ceylon are'small-
cr than the others. Thevenot says the same
thing in his voyage, butl others assert the con-
trary. Father Vincent Maric also, is the only
author who has said the white elephants are
the largest.  Father Tachard assures us on the
contrary, that the white elephant of the king
Siam was rather small, though very -old.
After comparing the relations of travellers, in
regard 1o the size of elephants in different
countries, it scems, that the smallest are those -
of North and West Africa, and that the an-

cicuts, who only knew the northern part of

Africa,



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


