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NATURAL HISTORY. ‘98D

Africa, had some reason tosay that, in general,
the clephants of the Indies were much larger
than those of Africa. But in the eastern parts
of this quarter of the world, unknown to them,
the elephants are at least as large as those of
India ; for those of Siam and Pegu excel in
bulk the elephants of Ceylon; which, howevcr,
are the most courageous and intelligent, ac-
cording to the nnanimous opinion of travellers.

Having thus collected the different facts re-
lIative to the species, let us now examine mi-
nutely the facultics of the individual; his
senscs, motion, size, strength, address; sagacity,
and intelligence. I'heelephant has very small
eyes, compared to the enormous sizé of his
body, but they are bright and lively ; and
what distinguishes them from the eyes of -all
other animals, is their pathetic expression of
sentiment, and an almost rational direction of
all their motions. He turns them slowly and
gently towards his master, and when he speaks,
the animal has the appearance of listening to
him with an eye of friendship and attention,
and by an expressive glance seems to penetrate
into his wishes, and anticipate his desires. He
seems to reflect, to think, and to deliberate,
and never acts till he has examined and ob-

served several times, without passion or pre-
cipitation,
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