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NATURAL HISTORY. 937

trce of all its verdure, eating the fruit, the
flowers, the leaves, and even the young
branches. He chuses in meadows odoriferous
plants, and in the woods he gives the prefer-
¢ ce to cocoa, palm, anl sago trees, and as
these trees are pithy and tender he not only
cats the leaves and fruits but even the branches,
the trunk, and the roots, for when he cannot
break the branches with his trunk, he roc's up
the frees with his tusks.

- In regard to the sense of feeling, it centres in
his trunk ; but it is as delicate and as distinct
in that as in the human hand. This trunk,
composed of membranes, nerves, and muscles,
is, at the same time, a member capahle of mo-
tion, and an organ of sentiment, The animal
can not only move and bend it, but he can
shorten, leng hen, and turn it ail ways. The
extremity ofthe trunk is terminated by a pro-
tuberance, which projects on the upper part
like a finger, by which the elephant does the
same as we do with our fingers; he picks up
from the ground the smallest pieces of mimey ;
he gathers herbs and flowers, chusing them
one afier another; he unties knots, opens and
shuts doors, by turnins the keys or slipping
the bolts: he learns to draw regular characters
with an instrament as small as a pen. We

cannot
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