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cannot even deny that this hand of the elephant
has several advaniages over ours : it is equally
flexible and as dexterous in feeling or laying
hold of objects. These operations are .made
by mcans of that sort of finger, seated at the
superior part of the border, which surrounds
the extremity of the trunk, in the middle of
which there is a concavily, in the form of a
cup, and at the bottom of it are the two aper-
tures, which convey the sense of smelling and
respiration.  The elephant, consequently,
unites in his trunk both the senses of feeling
and smelling; and he may join the power of
his lungs to the action of his hand, cither
drawing liquids by suction, or lifting up very
heavy burdens, by applying the extremity of
his trunk, and making within an empty place
by respiration. |
Thus the delicacy of feeling, exquisiteness
of smelling, facility of motion, and the power
of suction, are united in the trunk of the ele-
phant. Ofall the instruments which Nature
has so liberally bestowed on her favourite pro-
ductions, the trunk of the cle phant is, perhaps,
the most complete and the most admirable ; 1t
is not only an organic instrument, but a triple
sense, whose united functions are, at the same
time, the cause, and produce the effect of that
intelligence,
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