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intellizgence, and of those peculiar faculties
which distinguish the clephant, and raise him
above all other quadrupeds. He is less subject
than other animals to errors of sight, because
he reclifies them quickly by the sense of feel-

ing; and making use of his trunk as a long
arm to feel distant bodies, he acquires, like
men, distinct ideas of distance. But other
animals (except the moakey, and some others,
who have the fore feet similar to arms and
hands) cannot acquire the same 1deas without
running over that space with their bodies.
Feeling is, of all the senses, that which has the
most relation to knowledge. The delicacy of
feeling gives the idea of the substance of the
bodies; the flexibility ofthe trunk gives the
idea of their exterior form ; the power of suc~
tion, that of their weight; smelling, that of
their qualities ; and its length, that of their
distance. They, therefore, with the same
member, and by one simultaneous act, feel,
perceive, and judge of divers things at once.
His multiplied sensations are equivalent to re-
flection ; and though this animal is, like others,
incapable of thinking, as his sensations are
combined in the same organ, are coeval and
undivided, it is mot surprising that he has
“ideas of his own, and that he acquires in &
VoL, VII. Pp little




	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


