http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

NATURAT HISTORY. 203

mouth, but to his very throat; and when his
trunk is full of water, he thrusts the extre-
mity of it to the very root of the tongue, pro-
bably to push back the epiglottis, and to pre-
vent the liquor which passes through with im-
petuosity, from entering into the larynx; for
he thrusts out the water by the strength of the
same air which he had employed tosuck it up,
and it goes out of the trunk with noise, and
enters into the throat with precipitation. Nei-
ther the tongue, the mouth, nor the lips, are of
any service to him, as to other animals, in suck-
ing or lapping their drink. From this descrip-
tion scems to result the singular consequence,
that the young elephant must suck with his
nose, and afterwards carry the milk tohisthroat,
Yet the ancients have written thathe sucks with
the mouth, and not with thetrunk; but they were
not, probably, witnesses of the fact, and have
founded their opinion on the analogy with all
other animals. If the young elephant had once
becn used to suck with his mouth, Low could
he lose that habit the remainder of his life?
Why does he never use the mouth to take wa-
ter within his reach? Why does he constantly
emply two actions, where one would be suffi-
cient? Why does he never take any thing with
his mouth, but what is thrown in when it is

| open ?
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