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NATURAL UISTORY. 905

his mouth, unless she laid upon her back, or on
her side, and even in that situation he would
find it very difficult to suck her, on account
of the largeness of the mouth, and the small-
ness of the nipples. The margin of the trunk,
which the elephant contracts as much as he -
pleases,is easily propertioned to thenipple, and
the young clephant may suck his mother with
it, either when she stands, or lies on her side.
Thus, every thing agrees to confute the opi-
nion of the ancients on this subject, for none
of them, norevenany of the moderns, pretend
to have seen the elephant sucking, and I think,
I may affirm, that whenever that observation
is made, it will appear, that he does not suck
with his mouth, but with his trunk. 1 like-
wise believe, that the ancients have been miis-
taken in telling us, that eiephants couple like-
other quadrupeds, the position of the parts
seceming to make it almost impossible. . The
female has not, like other quadrupeds, the ort-
fice of the vagina near the anus, being near
three feet distance from it, and seated almost
in the middle of the belly. Besides, naturalists
and travellers agree that the male elephant
has not the genital inember longer than a horse,
and therefore it is impossible for them to co-
pulate like other quadrupeds, and that the fe-

"smale must necessarily lie on her back, and
which
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