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NATURAL IISTORY. 207

as in shuiting the mouth close, man can make
a sound throngh the nose, it is possible that the
elephant, with so long anose may issuc sounds
in the same manner. From wherever it pro-
ceeds, the cry of theelephant is heard at more
than a league’s distance; and yet, it is not so
terrifying as the roaring of the lion or the
tiger.

The elephant is yet more singular in the
conformation of his fect, and the texture of
his skin. He is not clothed with hair like
other quadrupeds, but hisskin is perfectly bare;
some bristles issue out in different parts, they
are thinly scattered on the body, but more thick
on the cye-lids, on the back part of the head,
within the ears, the thighs, and thelegs  The
epidermis has two sorts of wrinkles, which are
hard and callous, some sinking, others pro-
minent, which gives a divided appcarance,
like the bark of an old oak. In man, and in
other animals, the epidermis sticks every where
close to the skin, but in the elephant, it is only
fastened by some points, like two quilted stuffs
one above the other. This epidermis is natu-
rally dry, and soon acquires three or four lines
of thickness, by the divers crusts, which are
regenerated one above the other, drying up.
It is this thickness of the epidermis which

voiL. VII. Qq produces
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