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produces the eleplhantiasis, or dry leprosy,,
1o which man, whose skin is barc like that of”
the clephant, is sometimes subject.  This dis-
temper Is very common to elephants, and to
prevent 1t the Indians rub them often with oil,
to preserve the skin clean and supple. It 1s
very tender wherever it is not callous; in the
fissures, and other places, where it is neither
dry nor hard, the elephant is-so sensible of the
sting of the flics, that he not only employs his
natural motions, but even the resources of his:
intelligence to get rid of them. He makes use
of his tail, ears, and trunk, to strike them ; he
contracts his skin and squeezes them to death
betwixt his wrinkles ; he takes branches of
trees, boughs, and handfuls of straw, to drive
them away, and when all this does not answer
the purpose, he gathers dust with his trunk,.
and covers with it all the tender parts of his
body. Ie often covers himself with dust se-
veral times in a day, particularly after bathing.
The use of water is almost as necessary to.
thesc animals as air. 'When at liberty they
seldom leave the banks of rivers, but often g0
into them, and remain for hours together up to.
the belly. In India, where they are treated
most suitable to their nature and constitution,,
they wash them with care, and give them all
the
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