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'the necessary time and opportunity to wash

themselves. They clean their skins by rubbing

it with pumice-stones, and afterwards they

pour on them perfumed oil, and paint them

with various colours.

The conformation of the elephant's feet and

'legs is also different from that of other ani

mals; the fore legs seem to be higher than

those behind, yet the hind legs are the longest;

they are not bent in two places, like the hind

legs of a horse, or an ox, the thigh-bones of

which seem to be of the same piece with the

buttock, the knee very near the belly, and

the bones of the foot so high and so long that

they seem to make a great part of the leg; in

the elephant, on the contrary, the foot is very

short, and rests on the ground ; lie has the

knee like man, in the middle of the leg ; his

short foot is divided into live toes, which are

nIl covered with a skin, so as not to appear

outwardly; we are only able to perceive a

kind of nails, the number of which varies,

though that of the toes is constant, for lie has

always five toes to each foot, and commonly

five nails, but sometimes he has no more than

four, or even three, and in this case they do

xot correspond exactly with the extremities of

tile
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