
NATURAL HISTORY.

ing certain dimensions, the price increases like

that of precious stones."

1 11 The elephants of Guinea (says Bosman)

are ten, twelve, or thirteen feet in height, and

yet they are incomparably smaller than those of

the East Indies, since those who have written

the history of that country, give to those more

cubits in height, than. the others have feet."
" I have seen elephants thirteen feet high,

(says Edward Terry) and I have met with.

many, who affirmed they have seen elephants

fifteen feet high."

From these, and many other attestations, we

may conclude, that the most common size of

the elephant is from ten to eleven feet ; that

those ofthirteen or fourteen feet arevery scarce,

and. that the smallest are at least nine feet high.

when they come to their full growth in a state

of liberty. These enonious lumps of matter,.

as we have observed, move with much celerity;

they are supported by four members, which are

more like pillars, or massive COI Ufl]lIs, than legs,.

and are from fifteen to eighteen inches in dia

meter,. and five or six fct in height; their legs

are therefore twice as long as those of a man;

tli [is,

These authors probably reFerred to difThrcnt measures-,..

the first meaning Roman, the second Rhenish, and the Wt,

.Lnglisk feet.


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


