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which he is loaded on these occasions, he car-
ries hcavy baggage, and several persons hold-
ing him by the ears and -tail. When thus
loaded, he swims deep in the water, and no-
thing is seen but his trunk, which he Lceps
erect to enable him to breathe.

Though the elephant commonly feeds on
herbs and young branches, and requires pro-
digious quantitics of these aliments, to extract
from them the nutrition necessary to such a
body, yet he has not many stomachs, like most
animals who feed on the same substances. He
has but one stomach, does not ruminate, and
is formed more like the horse than the ox, or
other ruminating animals. The want of a
paunch is supplied by the bigness and length
of his intestines, and especially of the colon,
which is two or three feet in diameter, and fif-
teen or twenty in length. The stomach is
much smaller than the colon, being but four
feet, at the most, in length, and a foot and a
half in diameter. To fill such a capacious~
ness, the animal must eat almost continually,
especially when he has no food more substan-
tial than herbage; therefore the wild elephants
are almost always employed in grubbing up
trees, gathering herbs; or breaking young
boughs ; and those that are.{ame, though fed

YOL. VII. Rr with




	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


