http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

306 BUFFORN’S

with great quantities of rice, pluck up herbgs
whenever they find an opportunity. Howa
ever great the appetite of the elephant, he eats
with moderation, and his taste for cleanliness
gets the better of his wants. Ilis dexterity in
parting, with his trunk, the good leaves from
the bad;and the care he takes to shake off the
sand or insects, are convincing marks of his

~delicacy. He is very fond of wine, spirituous
liquors, brandy, and arrack. He is prevailed
upon to exert his greatest cfforts, and to un-
dertake the most arduous task, by shewing
him a vessel full of these liquors, and promis-
ing it to him as the reward of his labours.
He seems also to like the smoke of tobacco,
but it stupifies and intoxicates him: he has a
natural aversion to bad smells, and such an
antipathy for hogs, that the cry of that ani-
mal disorders and puts him to flight.

To give a complete idea of the nature and
intelligence of this singular animal, I shall in«
sert here some particulars communicated to
me by the Marquis de Montmirail, President
of the Royal Academy of Sciences, who has
taken the trouble to translate from some Italian
and German books, which were not known to
me, whatever relates to the history of the ani-
mal creation.  His taste for arts and sciences,

his
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