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he knows his fortune, and preserves a gravity
agrecable to thedignity of his employ. If, on
the contrary, hic is employed in mean labours,
he evidently grieves and laments his being
thus debased. In war he is impetuous and
proud at the first onset ; he is equally so when
surrounded by hunters, but he loses courage
when he is conquered. Ie fights with his
tusks, and fears nothing so much as losing his
trunk, which, by its consistence, is casily cut
off. Ile is naturally mild, never attacks any
person, unless he has been offended ; he seems
to delight in company, is particularly fond of
children, caresses them, and secims to be sensi-
ble tliat they arc harmless and innocent.”
¢ The elephant, (says I'. Pyrard) is an ani-
mal of so much judgment and knowledge, that
one should think him endowed with rational
faculties ; besides being of infinite service to
man. If wanted to be ridden, he is so supple,
and obedient, that he conforms {o the conve-
nicncy and quality of the person he serves :
he bends his knees, and helps his lcader to
mount him with his trunk. IHe is so tractable,
that he docs whatever he is required, provided
he is treated with gentleness. Ile performs all
that he is commanded, and caresses those whom
he is directed to use with civility.”
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