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By giving the elephants, (says the Dutch

travellers) whatever can please them, they are

as easily tamed and rendered as submissive as

men. It may be said they want no other fa

culty, but that of speech. They are proud

and ambitious, but they remember good offices,

and are so grateful for them, that they never

fail to incline their head as a mark of respect,

when they pass before a house where they have

been well used. They may be conducted at

the command of a child, but they love to be

praised and cherished. No person can affront,

or injure them without their notice; and those

who have treated them with disrespect, may

think themselves happy ifthey escape without

being sprinkled with the water from their

trunks, or thrown into the dirt."

11 The elephants, (says Father Philip) come

very near the human species in judgment arid

reasoning. Monkeys are stupid brute animals

compared to them. The elephants are so

modes, that they cannot bear being seen when

they couple; and if by chance, any person

were to see this operation they would infallibly

be revenged of them. They saluteby bending

the knees, and inclining their head; and when

their master shews his intention to mount them,

they so dexterously present to him their foot,
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