
31"1 BUFr0N'S

that lie may use it as a step.step. When a wild

elephant is taken, and his feet are tied, OIIC of

The hunters comes near, salutes, makes an

apolory for having tied him, and protests that

Ii is ifltCfltiOl is not to do bun any harm ; tdTs

him that in his savage state he often wanted

bOil, bUt now lie will be treated wifli tend




er-

1h'S, and which he pronlies to do constantly.

The liurttcr has no sooner finished this sooth-

iii discourse, than the C1CI)lialIt foows him as

gently as a lamb. \Ve mi:st not, however,

conchde from this, that the elephant under-

(Vlanguages, but only having a particular

Uliscerliiiio- fact.ti(y, lie 1knows t' e motions ofSC,

C(ffl from conte ni pf, friendship from hatred,

and all other sentiments of man towards him,

br which cause lie is more easily tamed by

reasoning than by blows. He throws stones to

a great distance, and very straight with his

trunk; which he also makes use ofto pour wa

ter over his body when bathing."

Offive elephants, (says Tavernier) which

the himers bad taken, three escaped, although
their bodies and legs were fastened with chains

and ropes. These men told us the following

nrprising circumstance, if it can be believdU,

that when an elephant has been caught, and

escaped the snare, he becomes very mistrus ful

and
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