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ture and quality of it, but he has at the same
time assigned to the elephant the tusks, and
prodigious bones attributed to the mammoth.
I confess | waslong doubtful on this subject ;
I had several times considered those enormous
bones, and compared them with the skeleton
of an almost adult elephant preserved in the
Ling’s cabinet, and before writing the his-
tory of those animals, I could not persuade
myself that elephants six or seven times big«
ger than the one whose skeleton I had seen,
could exist; more especially, as the large bones
had not the same proportions with the corre-
sponding ones of the elephant, I thought with
the generality of naturalists that these enor-
mous bones had belonged to an animal much
Jarger, whose species was lost or annihilated.
Bat it is certain, as we have mentioned before,
that some elephants exist who are fourteen feet
high, that is, six or seven times bigger (for
the bulk is in proportion to the cube in
height) than the elephant, of whose slkelc-
ton we have spoken, and which was not
more than seven feet and a half in heiglt.
Itis also certain, for the observations of
M. Daubenton, that age changes the pro-
portion of the bones and when the animal
is adult, they grow considerably thicker,
though they are come to their full height: in

fine,
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