
2O 13UFFON'5

guard, while she was perfectly quiet, and

always ready to obey, nor ever shewed a dis

position to be perverse but when they wanted

to put her into a coveredwaggon for the purpose

ofconveying her from one town t another;

upon which occasion she would refuse to go

forward, and they had no means of making her

advance but by pricking her behind ; this

would make her very angry, and being unable

to turn, the only way she had of revenge was

to take up water in her trunk and throw it

over them, and which she would do in pretty

large quantities.

I formerly rernarked,ihere was a probability,

from the situation of the sexual organs, that

these animals did not copulate in thesame mano

ner as other quadrupeds, but this conjecture 1.

understand is not warranted in fact, for M.

Marcel Bles thus expresses himself upon the

subject:
" The comic de Buffon, in his ex

cellent work, is deceived in respect to the

copulation of the elephants. In many parts of

Asia and Africa they certainly, during their

season of love, retire into the most secret

recesses of the forests ; but in the island of

Ceylon which is almost in every part inhabited,

and where I have lived twelve years, they have

not that opportunity of concealing themselves.

I have


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


