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NATURAL HISTORY. S

I have frequently examined them, and from the
female organ being nearly in the middle of the
belly thereis some reason to conclude as M. de
Eaffon has done ; however, when inclined to
admit the male, I have seen the female bend her
two fore legs upon the root of a tree, lowering,
at thesame time, her head and neck, and keep-
ing her hind legs erect, which gave the male an
opportunity of acting in the same manner as
other quadrupeds. They never copulate but
in a state of freedom. The malesare very fu-
rious in therutting season, and it is very dan-~
gerous to go near them ; during which the
females will sometimes malke their escape, and
seck the wild males in the woods. A few days
afler her cornack goes into the woods in search
of her, and she will come to him upon hearing
him call her by name, and quietly suffer herself
to be led home again. It was from these ex«
cursions discovered that the females bring forth
at the end of nine months.”

I certainly am ready to give full credit to
the first remark of M. Marcel Bless, because he
assures us that he has seen the elephant perform
the operation; but I cannot think weoughtso
perfectly o acquiesce as to the time of their
going with young, since it is the opinion of all
travellers that they do not bring forth in a less

period than two years,
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