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NATURAL HISTORY. 3
and {emperate ¢limate ; and the whole species,
as well the oncas the other, appears to be con-
fined to a zone of three or four hundred leagues
in breadth, which spreads from Mauritania to
China ; for they subsist neither above nor be-
fow this zone ; and although a native of warm
climates, {his animal is averse to those where
the heat is excessive; his species ends where
that of the elephant begins, and it cannot ex-
ist either under the burning heat of the torrid
zone, or in the milder climates of the temper-
ate. It appears to be originally a native of
Arabia ; for that is not only the couniry where
there are the greatest numbeér, but where they
secm to be in the best condition. Arabia is the
most dry country in the world, and one in
which water is the most scarce. The camel is
the least thirsty of all animals, and can pass
several days without any drink. The land is
almost in every part dry and sandy. The
feet of the camel are formed to travel in sand ;
and he cannot support himself on moist and
slippery ground. Herbage and pasture are
wanting to this country, as is also the ox,
whose place is supplied by the camel.

We cannot be deceived as to the native
¢ount-ry of these animals, when we consider
their nature and striicture which must be cons.
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