
NATURAL HISTORY.

1iment: they likewise eat their flesh, espe-

cially that of the young ones, which they rec

kon. very good. The hair of these animals,

which is fine and soft, and is renewed every

year, serves them to make stuffs for their cloth

ing and their furniture. Blest wit ii their ca

mels, they not only want for nothing, but they
even fear nothing. In a single day they can

traverse a tract of fifty leagues into the desert,

and thus escape from their enemies. All the

armies in the world would perish in pursuit of

a troop of Arabs; and hence they are no fur

ther submissive than they please. Let any one

figure to himself a country without verdure

and without water; a burning sun, a sky al

ways clear, plains covered with sand, anl

mountains still more parched, over which the

eye extends and the sight is lost, without be

ing stopped by a single living object; a dead

earth. constantly whirled about. by the winds,

presenting nothing but bones, llinls scattereil

here and there, rocks perpeiidictdar, or over

thrown; a desert entirely nakcd, wlier the tra

veller never drew his breath under a friendly

shade, where nohuiig accompuues him, and

where nothing reminds him of an anin:aied

nature; an abselute solitude, a thotisand tiwes

more frightful than that of the deepst fbress;

for trees appear as beings to the man, who

thus
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