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8 BUFFON’S

necessary for his and their subsistence, departs
with them, arrives unexpected at the borders
of the desert, stops the first passenger he sees,
pillages the straggling habitations, loads his
camels with his booty, and if he is pursued, if
he is obliged to expedite his retreat, it is then
that he displays zll his own, and his animal’s
talents. Mounted on one of his swiftest
camels, he conducts the troop, makes them
travel day and night,almost without stopping
either to cat or drink; and in this manner, he
~casily passes over the space of three hundred
leaguesin eight days ; and during all that time
of faticne and travel, he never unloads his
camcls, and only allows them an hour of re-
pose, and a ball of paste each day. They
often run in this manner for nine or ten days
without meeting with any water, and when,
by chance, there is a pool at some distance,
they smell the water at more than half a league
befure they come toit, Thirst makes them
redouble their pace, and then they drink
cnough for all the time past, and for as long
io come; for they often travel many weeks,
and their abstinence endures as long as they
are upon their journey.
In Turkey, Persia, Egypt, Arabia, Barbary,
&c. all their merchandize is carried by camels,
which
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