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NATURAL IHISTORY. 13

water, and which is only an appendix to the
paunch, has been produced by a forced exten-
sion of this viscera. The animal after enduring
thirst for a long time by taking at one time as
much, and, perhaps more water than the sto-
mach could contain, this membrane would be-
come extended and dilated, as has becn ob-
served in the stomach of sheep, which extends
and acquires a capacity in proportion to the
quantity of its aliment. 'The stomach is very
small in sheep that are fed with grain, while it
becomes very large in those that are fed with
herbage.

These conjectures would be fully confirmed,
or destroyed, if any of these animals could be
found wild to compare with the domestic;
but these animals do not exist any where in a
natural state, or if they do, no one has yet re-
marked or described them 3 we must, therefore,
suppose, that all which is good and fair about
them they owe to Nature, and that all that is
defective and deformed is occasioned by the
labour and slavery imposed on them by the
cmpire of man. These poor animals must
suffer a great deal, as they make lamentable
cries, especially when overloaded; but, not-
withstanding they are continually oppressed,
they have as much spirit as docility. At the
first sign they hend their legs, and knecl upon
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