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NATURAL HISTORY. 17

Iean that they commonly sell them at a low
price to the Arabs of the desart, who fatten
them ancw.

The ancients have affirmed that these ani-
mals are capable of generating at the age of
three years : this appears to me ratber doubtful,
for at that age they have not attained halftheir
growth. The genital member of the male,
like that of the bull, is very long and slender ;
it tends forward during copulation, like that of
every other animal ; but in its usual state, it is
bent backwards, and voids the urine between
the legs, so that the male and female pass their
urinein the same manner. The young camel
sucks its mother twelve months, and when de-
signed for labour, to make him strong and ro-
bust they leave him at liberty to suck or graze
for a longer time, nor begin to load or put him
to work till he has attained the age of four
years. The camel commonly lives forty or fife
ty years,which term of lifeis proportioned {o
the time of its growth. It is without any
foundation that some authors have advanced
that he lives a hundred ycars.

By uniting under one point of view all the
qualitics of this animal, and all the advantages
which are gained by him, he must be ac-
knowledged to be the most uscful of all the
creatures under subordination {o man. Gold
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