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18 BUFFON’S

and silk are not the true riches of the cast, the
camel is the treasure of Asia. He is of
greater value than the elephant, as he does as
much labour, and consumes not a twenticth
part of the food. Besides the whole species
is subjected to man, who propagates and mul-
tiplies it as much as he pleases.  But it is not
so with the elephants, whom they cannot mul-
tiply, can only subdue them individually, and
that with great trouble and difficulty. The
camel is not only of ercater value than the
elephant but perhaps not of Tess than the horse,
the ass, and the ox, when all their advantages
are united. He carries as much as t-omules,
and not only eats less, but feeds on herbs
as coarse as the ass. The female furnishes milk
lIonger than the cow ; the flesh of young
camels isas goodand wholesome as veal 5 their
hair is finer,and more sought after than thebest
wool. Iiven their excrements are useful, for
sal ammoniac is made of their urine, and their
dung, when dried and powdered, serves them
for litter, as well as the horses, with whom
they often travel in countries where neither
straw nor hay is known. To conclude, they
also make excellent fewel of this dung, which
burns freely, gives a flame as clear, and almost
as lively, as that ot dry wood, and which is of
great use in the deserts, where not a biiow Fasls

be
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