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20 BUFFON’S

hunched ox at Cairo, which differed from the
buffalo and common ox, imagined it might be
the bubalus of the ancients; but if he had
carefully compared the characters of the bu-
balus given by the ancients, with those of this
small ox, he would have discovered his error ;
besides, we can speak of it with decision, for
we have scen this small hunched ox alive, and
having compared the description we have
given of it with that of Belon, we ean have no
doubt of its being {he same animal. It was
shewn at the fair at Paris in 1752, under the
name of the ~ebu,; which we have adopted to
describe this animal by, for it is a particular
breed of the ox, and not a species of the buf-
falo or bubalus.

Aristotle, speaking of oxen, only mentions
ihe common ox, except saying, that among the
Arachotas in India, there are wild oxen, which
differ from the domestic ones as much as wild
boars differ from hogs ; but in another part, he
gives the description of a wild ox of Ponia,

~ a pro-
had no name in the Greek ot Latin languages and with a
great display of erudition, in a letter to Buffon, endeavoured
to shew that there zvere’ words in both these languages
which rearly approached to that of buffalo ; but M. Buffon
himself justly remarks that Caetane rather proves the pos-
sibility of deriving the name of buffalo from some words in

the Greck and Latin languages than that this name was
really in use among them,
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