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this confusion has increased widi time. To

the bonasus, bubalus, urns, anJ bison, have

been added, the catopleba, the Iliur, the buba-

lus of Ijeion, the bions of Scot html and Ame

rica, and all our naturalists have made as many
different species as they have found names.

The truth is here so obscured by clouds, and

o surrounded with errors, that it will be dith

Cult to clear up this part of Natural History,

which the contradiction ofreports, the variety

of descriptions, the multiplicity of names, the

diversity of places, the diflrcnce of 1ngua

ges, and the obscurity of the times, seems to

have condemned to perpetual darkness.

I shall, therefore, give my opinion upon

this subject, and afterwards present the proofs

upon 'which it is founded.

1. The animal at present called buffalo,

(jig. 137) was not known to the ancients.

2. The buffalo, at present domestic in Eu

rope, is the same as the tame or wild buffalo

of India and Africa.

3. The bubalus of the Greeks and Romans

is ricither the buflalo nor the small ox ofBelon,

hut the animal that the gentlemen of the Aca

demy of Sciences have described in treating

of the Barbari COW, and vbich we call the

ljba!its.

4. The small ox of Belon which we have

seen,
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