http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

‘NATURAT, HISTORY . 925

Jomestic animals.differ alimostas much in dis-
positions and instincts as.in figurce from, those
who continue at large in their natural state.
‘Of this, the sheep furnishes a striking exam-
ple 5 this specigs, such as it is.at present, pe-
rishes ina very short time, if man ceascs from
tcndmn‘ it with care: it is also O"EC'lﬂy chan-
ged, and very inferior to its orlgl_ngl species.
But to adhere to our present subject ; we sce
what changes the ox has gone through, from
.the combinced effects of dundte, nourishment,

and treatment, in a wild, and in a domestic
state.

The most general, and most remarkable va-
ticty in domestic and cven wild oxen, consists
in that sort of hunch which s,omc have be-
tween the shoulders: this race of oxen are
called bisons, and it has been hitherto be-
lieved, that they were of a different species
from the common ox ; but as we are assured,
that they produce together, and that tlic,
hunch dimipishes ip the first generation. and
disappears in the second or third, it is evident,
that this hanch is- only a variable and acci-
dental character, which docs net prevent the
bison from belonging to the sam2 species with
;111@ cgmmoﬁ ox. There were formerly in the

desart parts of Eyrope, wild oxcn, spme with-
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