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NATURATL HISTORY. 48

withhold the most beautiful from castration,
to become the parent of a numerous genera-
tion. The first productions of these chosen
males will be strong and vigorous ; but from
having too many copies from this single
mould the impression of Nature is deforned,
orat least impaired, and not preserved in ifs
full’ perfection; the race mu-t, therefore, be
weakened and degenerate ; and this, perhaps,
s ‘the cause why more monsters arc to be
found among domes!ic than" wild animals,
where the number of males, which concur to
generation, is equal to that of the females.
Morcover, when there is but one male to a
gteat number of females they have not the li-
berty of consulting their own taste, and, con~
sequently, deprived of those emotions which
arise from-spontancous pleasures. In the fe-
males there remains nothing poignant in their
amours, and they languish 'in expecting the
¢old approaches of a male that is not of their
own ¢hoiee, who is frequently not accommo-
dated to them, and from whom they do not
receive those flattering caresses as if he were
obliged to court a preference. From thesc
shuggish ‘amours insipid beings must proceed,
who'will have neither that courage, spirit, nor
strength, which Naturc only can bestow on
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