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pressions from cvery soil and every sky, 8o that
nothing is more diflicult than to recognize, in
this great number of varieties, those who are
the least estranged from the type of Nature.

Having thus explained the general causes of
varicties among domestic animals, I shall pro-
ceed to the particular proofs of what I have
advanced on the subject of oxen and buttaloes.
I have said, Ist. That the animal at present
known by the name of the buffalo was not known
by the ancient Greeks, and Romans. 'This
is evident, since none of their authors have
described, or cven used, a name which can be
applied to it; besides, we are informed, by
the annals of Italy, that the first buflalo was
brought there towards the end of the fifth cene
tury, A. D. 595.

2. The Buffalo, at present domestic in Fu-
rope, is the same as the wild or lame buffalo of
Jndia and Africa. Thisneeds no other proof,
than the comparison of our description of the
buffalo, taken from an animal we saw alive,
with the remarks that travellers have given of
the buffaloes of Persia, Mogul, Bengal, Egypt,
Guinea, and the Cape of Good Hope. Inall
these countrics this animal is the same, and
does not differ from our buffalo but in very
slight diflerences.

3. The
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