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o BUFFOR’S

of India and Africa, copulate with the bulls
and cows of Lurope, and that the hunch is
only anaccidental character, which diminishes
in the first gencration, and disappears in the
second or third. Since the bisons of India are
of the same species as our oxen, and have,
consequently the same origin, is it not natural
to extend this organ to the bison of America?
Every thing scems to concur in support of
this supposition. The bisons appear to be ori-
ginally of cold and temperate regions; their
name is derived from the German language;
the ancients say that they were found in that
part of Germany which borders on Scythia ;
and there are now bisens in the north of
Germany, in Poland, and in Scotland ; they
might, thercfore, have passed into America, or
even have come from thence, as they areani-
mals comnon to the two continents. The only
difference between the bisons, of Europe and
those of America is, that the latter are less.
‘Bat even this difference is a new presumption
that they are of the same species, for we have
already remarked, that gencrally both demestic
and wild animals, which have passed of them-
selves, or have been transported, into America.
have, without any exceptio::, diminished in
size ; besides, all the characters, even the
bunch, and thelong bairs at the hinder parts,
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