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42 BUFFON’S

are desirous of rendering all we respect, great,
and capable of doing inuch good, or much
harm.
These hunched oxen vary perhaps more
than ours in the colours of the hair, and the
fizure of their horns, the handsomest are all
white, like the oxen of Lombardy. Someare
destitute of horns, while others have them very
much eclevated, and others so bent down, that
they are almost pendent. It even appears,
that we must divide this first race of bisons, or
hunched oxen, iato two secondary kinds; the
one larse, and the other small, and this last is
that of the zebu. Both of them are found nearly
in the same ciimates, and are equally mild and
easily managed ; both have soft hair, and a
hunch ui on the back; this hunch is nothing
but an excrescence, @ kind of wen, a piece of
tender flesh, as good to eat as the tongue of an
ox. The hunches of some oxen weigh from
forty to fif'y pounds, othershave them much
smaller.  Some of these oxen have prodigious
large horns; there is one in the French king’s
cabinet, which is three feet and a half in
Iengtih, and seven inches in diameter at the
base ; many travellers afirm that they have
secn them, of a capacity suflicient tc contain
fifieen, «nd even twenty pints of water,
The
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