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NATURAL HISTORY. A5

voice. Thus the most stupid of men are the
best preceptors of beasts.

All the southern parts of Africaand Asia are
then inhabited with bisons, or hunched oxen,
among which is a great variety in respect to
size, colour, shape of the horns, &c. On the
contrary, all the northern countries of these two
parts of the world, and the whole of Europe,
comprehending the adjacent island, as far as
the Azores, have only oxen without hunches,
who derive their origin from the aurochs ; and
as the aurochs, which is our ox in a wild state,
is larger and stronger than our domestic ones,
so the bison, or wild hunched ox, is also
stronger and larger than the tame ox of India.
e is also sometimes smaller, but that depends
only on the quantity of food. At Malabar, in
Abyssinia, and hMadaga’scar, where the mea-
dows are naturally spacious and fertile, the
bisons are of a prodigious size ; in Africa and
Arabia Petrea, where the land is dry, the
zchus, or bisons, are of a small size.

In every part of America oxen without
hunches are gencrally diffused, which the
“Spaniards and other Europeans have succes-
sively transported thither; these oxen have
considerably multiplied, but are become less
‘in"these new countries. “The species was ‘ab-
’ solutely
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