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If it be asked, whether the aurochs or the

bison be the primitive race of oxen, a satisfac

tory answer may be drawn from the facts we

havejust laid dovn. The hunch ofthe bison

is, as it has been observed, no more than ai ac

"cidental character, which is defaced and lost in

the mixture of the two kinds. The aurochs, or

ox without a hunch, is, then, the most power

ful and predominant kind; if it were other

wise, the hunch, instead of disappearing,

would extend and remain upon cvery one of

this iiiixt breed. l3csides, this bunch of the

bison, like that of the camel, is less the prom

duction of NaLurc than the effect of labour,

and the mark of slavery. From time iinrne

morial, in almost every quarter of t1ie globe,

.the ox has been obliged to carry burdens;

Me habitual, and often excessive load, has

deformed their backs; and this deformity has

been afterwards propagated through gene

"ations. Uncleformed oxen are no longer to

be seen, but in those countries where they

have not made use of them as beasts ofburden.

In all Africa, and iri.thic eastern continent, the

ien are hunched, occasiiicd by their having

always Carted loads on their shotille'rs. III

.II)r)p, hre they are only emphyed for

tlraugbt,lhcyhavc not undergone this dc1kr,ne.l

sttration, winch in t!i first place probably

proceeds
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