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NATURAL IIISTORY,

zo in droves and make great havock in culti-
vated lands, but they never attack the human
species, unless they are wounded, and are then
very dangerous ;3 for they make dircczly. at
their enemy, (hrow him down, and trample
him under their feet. They are, however,
greaily terrified at the sight of fire, and are
displeased at a red colour. Aldvovandus,
Kolbe, and many other naturalists and travel-
lers, assure us, that no person dare wear red
cloaths in the country where the buflaloes are.*
1 know not whethier this aversion to fire and a
red colour be general among the buffaloes: for
there are but few among our oxen who grow
angry at the sight of red cloaths.

The buftilo, like all large animals of warm
climates, is fond of bathing, and even of re-
maining in the waler; he swims well, and
holdly traverses the most rapid floods. As his
Jegs are longer than those of the ox, he runs
also quicker. 'The Negroes of Guinea, and
the Indians of Malabar, where the buffaloes
arc very numerous, often hunt them. They

neither pursue nor attack them openly, but
climbing

¥ Sonnini says, that he did not perceive the buffiloes of
Fgypt to be affected in this manner by a red colour, for all
the inhabitants of this country wear round their neck and
breast a chall of the same colour, without the buffaloes ap

pearing to be affected or irritated,



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


