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NATURAL HISTGRY. ‘67

mals are in a domestic state, the goat is the
predominant species. Thus our sheep is a
species much more degenerated than that of
the goat, and there is every reason to believe
that if the muflon were brought to the she-goat,
instead of a domestic ram, she would produce
kids approaching nearer to the species of the
goat, as the lambs produced between the he-
goat and ewe return nearer to the species of the
ram.

I know that naturalists, who have founded
their knowledge of Natural History on the
distinction of some particular characters, may
make some objections to this doctrine, and,
thercfore, I shall endeavour to anticipate them.
The first character of the sheep, they will say,
is to be clothed with wool, and that of the
goat with hair. The second character of the
ram is to have circular horns, which turn
backwards, and that of the he-goat is to have
them straight and erect. These, they will
affirm, are the distinctive and infallible marks
by which sheep and goats will always be dis-
tinguished ; for as to the rest, they cannotavoid
acknowledging, they belong to them both in
common. Neither have incisive teeth in the
upper jaw, buteach of them have eight in the

Jower ; both want the canine teeth, and both
have
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