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NATURAY, IHISTORY. 79

that country by the name of Brandhertz,and by
our hunters by that of the Siao of Ardennes.
This stag is larger than a common stag, and
differs from other stags not only by its decper
colour, being almost black, but also by long
hair upon the shoulders and on the throat.
This kind of mane and beard give him some
aflinity, the first to the horse, and the latter to
the goat. 'The ancients have given to this
stag the compound names of Iippelaphus and
Tragelaphus. As these denominations have
occasioned critical discussions, in which the
most learned naturalists are not agreed, and as
Gesner, Caius, and others, have said, that the
hippclaphus was the rein-deer, we shall here
give the rcasons which have occasioned us to
think differently, and have led us to suppose
that the hippelaphus of Aristotle is the same
animal as the tragelaphus of Pliny, and that
both these names cqually denote the stag of
Ardennes.

Aristotle gives to his hippelaphus a kind
of mane upon the neck and upon the upper
part of the shoulders, a beard under the
throat, horns to the male resembling those of
the roe-bucks, and no horns to the female.
He says, that the hippelaphus is of the size
of a stag, and is found among the Aracho-
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