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NATURAL HISTORY. 83

I

THE TAPIR.

THE Tapir (fig. 146.) is the largest ani-
mal in America, of that New World, where,
as we have before observed, animated Nature
seems to be lessened, or rather has not had
time to arrive at its full dimensions. In place
of the colossal masses, which the ancient lands
of Asia produce ; instead of the elephant, rhi-
noceros, hippopotamus, camel, &c. we only
meet in these new countries with animals
modelled upon a small scale; the tapir, lama,
pacos, and cabiais, are above twenty times
smaller than those they should be compared
with in the old continent. Madter is not only
used here with prodigious parsimony, but even
the forms are imperfect, and appear to have
failed or been neglected. The animals of South
Amcrica, which alone properly belong to this
new continent, are almost all without tusks,
horns, and {tails ; their figure is grotesque,
their bodies and limbs ill proportioned, ard
some, as the ant-eaters, sloth, &c. are so
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