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NATURAL IISTORY. §7

and white; in the males they are black and
yellow ; but the shades are always lively and
brilliant, upon a short, fine, and thick hair, the
lustre of which increases the beauty of the co-
lours. The zcebra, in general, is less than the
horse, and higger than the ass. Although he
has often been compared to these two animals,
by the names of the wild horse and the siriped
ass, he is a copy of neither, but might rather
be called their model, if all were not equally
original in Nature, and if every species had
not an equal right to creation.

The zebra, then, is neither a horse nor an
ass, for we have never learnt that he intermixes
with cither, though trials have often been made
for that purpose. She-asses, when in heat,
were presented to the zebra, which was in the
menagerie of Versailles, in the year 1761 ; but
he disdained them, or rather, shewed no sign
of emotions ; he played with, and even mount-

"ed on them, but without anv external marks
of desire ; and this coldness could be attributed
to no other cause than the disgreement of
their natures; for this zebra was then four
years of age, and was very lively and alert in
every other exercise.

The zebra is not the animal the ancients have
mentiened under the name of onagre. In the
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