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Levant, in the eastern parts ofAsia, and in the,

imrth of Africa, there exists a beautiful race of

asses, which, like the finest horses, are natives

ofArabia. This race diftrs from the common

kind, by the largeness of the body, the slen

derness of the legs, and the lustre of the hair.

They are of an uniform colour, commonly of

a fine mouse grey, with a black cross on the

back and shoulders, sometimes they are of a

bright grey, with a flaxen cross. These asses

of Africa and Asia, although more beautiful

than those of Europe, are originally, and

equally descended from the onagres, or wild

aes, which are sf1! in gicat plenty in East

and South Tartar)', Persia, Syria, the islands

of the Archipelago, and Call Mauritania. The

onagres differ from our dometic asses only by

the qualities resulting from freedom aud inde

pendence; they are stronger and swifter, and

have more courage and vivacity; the form of

their body is the same, but they have longer

hair, and this difference varies again according

to their condition, for our asses would have

hair equally long, if it was not cut off at the

age of four or five months. The hair of

young asses is at first nearly as long as that of

yoUng
bears. The hide of the vild ass is also

harder than that of tire domestic kind, and we

are
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