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about the Nile, (who had seen two of these

animals come from the river) to dig a large

pit in the place where they passed over, and

to cover it with light wood, earth, and grass.

Returning in the evening to the river, they
both fell into the pit. The people came jim.

mediately and acquainted me with the event,

and I hastened thither with my Janissary. We

killed bnth the animals by firing three charges

from a large arquebuse into each of their heads.

They expired immediately, uttering a doleful

cry, which more resembled the bellowing of a

buffalo, than the neighing of a horse. This

exploit was performed on the 20th of July,

1600. The following day I had them drawn

out of the pit, and skinned with care; the one

was a male and the other a female. I had both

the skins salted,and filled with tlieleavesol'tlie

sugar cane, in order to transport them to Cairo,

where I had them salted a second time with

greater attention and more convenience. in

doing of liic1i we used near 400lbs. of salt to

each skin. At my return from Egypt, in 16019

I broughtthese skins to Venice, and from thence

to Rome. I shewed them to many learned

physicians. Doctor Jerome AquapendeMte and

the celebrated Aidrovandus, were the only

persons who knew thcm to be the skins of the

hippopotamus
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