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NATURATL UISTORY. a7

hippopeiiiius; and ws tue w tk of Aldrovana
dus was then printing, he had (with my con-
sent) a figure drawn from the skin of the fe=
male, "which he has given with his book.
““’Lhe fnppopotamus has a very thick and
hard skin; it is impesctrable, unless it be
soaked somc time in waler - [he mouth is noty
as the ancients have said, of a v oderate size,
but cuormonsly large; neither are 1113 feet as
they say, divided into two hoofs, but into
four. Mis size is 1ot that of an ass, for he is
much bigger than the largest horse, or buffa-
o ; he has not a tail like that of the Log, but
rather that ofthe torfoise, except being incom-
parably larger; his mouth or noseis not clevat-
ed, but resemblec that of the buffalo, and is
much larger; he has no mane like the horse,
but only some short hairs: he does not neigh
like the horse, but his voice is between the
bellowing of the buffalo, and the neighing of
the former. His teeth do not jut out of his
mouth, for when it is shut, the teeth, although
extremely large, are all hid under the lips.
The inhabitants of this part of Egypt call him
foras U'bar, which signifies a sea-horse. Belon
is much deceived in his description of this
animal, he attributes to him teeth like those of
a horse, which would induce me to think be
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