
104 13(,TFFON9S

the ruminating ailliTLals. His cry when linit,:

according to ancient and modern travellers,

resembles the neighing of a horse, and the

bellowing of the buffalo ; his "ii.ual voice

may be like the neighing of a horse, from

which, however, lie differs in every olicr re

spect. If this he the fhct., we may presume

that this rosembLince in ftc voice has been the

reason for giving him the name' of Iiippopota

nus,which signifies the rker Ii orse; asthiehowl

ing of thelynx wh ich rcsembles that ofthe wolf,.

occasioned him to be cflc thefupus cerva'uius0

The cutting teeth of the hj oamus, and

especially the two canine of the lower jaw

are very long, and so hard a iid trong that they

strike fire with a. piece of steel. This is

probably what gave rise o he fable of the

ancients, that the hippopotamus vomited fire

these canine teeth are so white, so clew, and

so hard, that they are preferable to ivory for

making artificial teeth. The cutting teeth,

especially those of the lower aw, are verylong,

cylindrical and furrowed ; the canine teeth are

also very long, crooked, prismatic, and sharp,

like the tusks of a boar : the grinders are

square, or rather oblong, nearly like those of a

man, and so large that a single one weighs

more than three pounds ; the largest of the

cutting
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