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have seen one lying by the side of the sea-shore,
upon whom the waves tossed a Dutch boat
heavily laden, and then retreating left it dry
on his back, and which was afterwards carried
off again by another wave, without the animal
appearing to havereceived the least injury. I
could not discover the exact arrangement of
his teeth, but they appear to form the figure
of a how, and were about sixteen inches long.
We fired several times at one of them, but the
shot rcbounded from his skin. 'The natives
consider him as a kind of deity, and that he
cannot be destroyed, and frequently declare, if
they were to use him as we do he would soon
be the destruction of their nets and canoes.
VWhen they go a fishing in their canoes, and
meet with an hippopotamus, they throw fish
to him, and then he passes on without disturb-
ing their fishery any more. IHe does the most
injury when he can rest himself against the
earth, but when he fioats in the water he can
only bite. Once, when our boat lay near the
shore, I saw one of them get underncath, lift
her above water upon his back, and overset her
with six men aboard, but fortunately they re-
ceivedd no hurt.”——¢ We dare not, says
another traveller, irritate the hippopotamus in
the water, since an adventure that had nearly

proved fatal tothree men; they had proceeded
in
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