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in a small canoe to attack one in a river

where there was about ten feet water ; they

discovered him walking at the bottom, accord

iflL to his usual custom, and wounded him

Ivith a long lance, upon which lie rose imme

diately to the surface of the water, looked at

Iheni with a dreadful aspect, and, at one bite,

took a great piece out of the side of the canoe,

which had very nearly ovcrtunicd it, and it

wawit1i difficulty they could make the shore."

Tfllcse two examples are sufficient to give an

idea of the strengL 11 of these animals ; and a

number of like facts are to be met with in the

General History of Voyages, by (lie Abbe

Prevost, wlio'has given a summary of what

ever travellers have reported conccraing thc

hippopotamus.
These animals are not numerous, except in

particular places, and it even appears that

they are confined to the rivers of Africa,

r1h(greatcst part of naturalists have said, that

the hippopotamus is to be found also in the

Indies, but the evidence they have of this cir

curnstance is very equivocal; the most posi
tive would be that of Alexander, in his letter
to Aristotle, if we coud assure ourselves, that
the animals of which Akxauder speaks, were

really hippopotami. What occasions me to
have sonic doubts on this had is that Ai-js
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